The impetus for research in any field stems from intellectual curiosity and the basic" need to know. ' , The need for research in occupational therapy is based upon the need to know how occupation impacts the lives of clients as a result of treatment for restoration of function, habilitation or rehabilitation, and intervention for prevention of disability and maintenance of healthful function. The need for research in occupational therapy encompasses the need to discover and test the theories upon which professional practice is based.
possibly use to accomplish our ... goals for helping ... people .... " She stated that in order for the profession to move forward along the complex paths that our predecessors charted for the practice of occupational therapy, it would be necessary to make greater efforts to incorporate research into the daily activities of the practicing occupational therapist. The practicing therapist has a role as the consumer of research, to read research and apply new knowledge in the care of the patient or client. The practicing therapist, with knowledge of research methodology and the acquisition of research skills, has a role in the development and validation of theory related to the practice of occupational therapy. Research development and utilization are developmental tasks of professionalism. Yerxa (1974) has pointed to the need in occupational therapy for the development of a conceptual framework and the development of theory that could be tested and validated in order to advance research in occupational therapy. The fulfillment of the need for theory based, clinically oriented research related to the impact of occupation and the results of therapy is critical to the development of occupational therapy, to the creation of a science of occupation, and to the growth of "occupationalogy. ' , In addition to the need for conducting research, there is a need to share, discuss, and report the findings of individual and collaborative studies.
The commitment to research in occupational therapy was established and stated in the 1980 "Composite Articles of Incorporation of the American Occupational Therapy Association (AOTA)." One of the purposes of the corporation was thus identified: "to research the effects of occupation upon human beings and to disseminate that research."
Individual efforts toward fulfillment of the goal that is implied in the stated purpose have been made by many. However, a milestone among them was Fidler's suggestion in 1975 that The American Occupational Therapy Foundation (AOTF) sponsor a national seminar to develop clearly identified directions for research. As President of the Foundation, West (1980) subsequently charged Yerxa and Gilfoyle (1976) with the task of convening a national Research Seminar in April 1976 "to give impetus and substance to a national commitment to research in the profession."
Many of the recommendations from that seminar have had responsive action. The following are recommendations and their subsequent disposition:
• That AOTF sponsor research seminars at the AOTA Annual Conference. Institutes were sponsored from 1977 through 1979; followed by Roundtables for Researchers/Consultants, 1978 through 1980 and Forums held in 1980 and 1981. • That The American journal 0/ Occupational Therapy publish a research quarterly. This is now an AOTF responsibility following the Representative Assembly Resolution 537-79 and AOTA Publications Study of January 1980.
• That published research papers be followed by discussion that raises questions or points out new implications. This is reflected in policy adopted for The Occupational Therapy journal 0/ Research, i.e., discussants will publish in the same issue when available or in Letters to the Editor in subsequent issues.
• That the Representative Assembly allocate funds for research staff. The implementation of this recommendation has made possible additional activities, such as the "Partnerships in Research" project, regional research workshops, the Roster of Consultants, and a Bibliography of Research. More information about these activities is available from the Office of Professional Research Services, AOTF.
The publication of a research journal was identified by the seminar participants and was supported by 84% of a 1980 random sample survey of the AOTA membership, encompassing practicing clinicians, administrators, academicians, and researchers. Support for the research journal characterizes a response to the identified need for a vehicle through which the professional community may engage in dialogue relative to occupational therapy research.
The AOTA Research Advisory Committee, appointed by President Mae Hightower-Vandamm, and the staff of the AOTF Office of Professional Research Services have delineated the purposes of The Occupational Therapyjournal 0/ Research. The new Journal has as its purpose:
• To encourage dynamic dialogue between authors of published papers and discussants, thus providing a forum for research and debate;
• To represent a scholarly commitment to scientific research in the profession;
• To stimulate more research by providing an additional vehicle for pu blication ;
• To further implement the research mandate to the Foundation by the Representative Assembly;
• To further strengthen relationships and joint goals of AOTA and AOTF.
01]R is clearly designed to stimulate, encourage, and communicate research. It is envisioned that 01]R will provide a forum for scholars to engage in vigorous discourse, to propose researchable theoretical issues, and to report completed theory based research.
The creation of the Journal signals a commitment to the challenge of new horizons in the profession of occupational therapy. In approving the publication of the Journal, AOTF has recognized the needs of the contemporary, professional occupational therapy community, and reinforced the faith of our founders by providing a vehicle for the dissemination of research on the effects of occupation on humankind.
